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MRS. LYNETTE GRANT
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

This past week has been a wonderful
celebration of our community spirit. We were
delighted to welcome Snoonu for our Garangao
celebrations, bringing joy and tradition to our
students. Our Iftar community event, in
collaboration with our Wakra campus, was a
fantastic opportunity to come together in the
spirit of Ramadan.

This weekend, some of our students will be
representing DBS Ain Khaled in a Mathematics
competition in Dubai. We wish them the very
best and are already incredibly proud of their
achievements.

A quick reminder that World Book Day is fast
approaching on 24th April—get those costumes
ready!

With so much happening, it’s clear that DBS Ain
Khaled remains a vibrant and dynamic school,
where special memories and experiences are
created for students, staff, and parents alike.

Community matters, and together, we continue to
make it stronger.
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Our youngest students, Pre-School, have been
enjoying learning about ‘People Who Help Us’ and
have been highly engaged in their learning this
week, being police officers trying to discover the
whereabouts of the missing teddies! They have
designed posters which they have put up around
school, found clues and interviewed suspects! This is
one of the aspects of DBS Ain Khaled that impresses
me the most. Our teachers go above and beyond to
create meaningful and inspiring learning
opportunities to ensure that our children develop a
love of learning.

We have more events coming up before the end of
the school year but I would like to draw your
attention to our World Book Day celebrations which
will take place on Thursday 24th April. We would
love all the children to come to school on that day
dressed as a character from one of their favourite
books. Please do try to focus on books rather than
movies as the day is celebrated to specifically
encourage children to have a love of reading.

We hope that these special experiences mean that
our students love coming to school! I am sure you
will all agree that the more time a child is in school,
the more likely they are to achieve what is expected
of them at the end of each year. We understand that
children get sick sometimes and have to stay at
home. However, I would like to share some recent
findings from the UK about the impact attendance
has on pupil outcomes. 

MRS. MARIE SIBLEY
HEAD OF PRIMARY MESSAGE

At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every
day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%)
were 1.3 times more likely to achieve the expected
standard in reading, writing and maths compared
to pupils who only attended 90-95% of the time.
This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced
the likelihood of reaching the expected standard
by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every
day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the
standard than persistently absent pupils who only
attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks
more time in school). 

At KS2, pupils who attend between 50 and 55% of
the time are twice as likely to achieve the expected
standard than students who are severely absent
(attending less than 50% of sessions). A pupil with
60-65% attendance (equating to approximately 4-
6 extra weeks in school) has a four times greater
chance of successful outcome than those who
attend <50% of the time. 

At school level, as more pupils are in the higher
attendance bands, the greatest gains in outcome
could be made by pupils from the 90-95% band
moving into the 95-100% attendance band (0-20
days extra in school over the year). However, this
analysis shows that there may be gains in
attainment by improving attendance of all pupils
by a single 5% band across the range of
attendance bands. 



3

Primary Newsletter

GYMNASTICS ACADEMY 
A R T I S T I C  G Y M N A S T I C S .  P A R K O U R .   Y O G A .  E C A  /  A S A

Eid Camp 
at Doha British School Ain Khaled! 

Calling all young astronauts! ‍ Get ready for a galactic adventure like
no other at Rebel Angels’ Eid Camp!

This is your chance to blast off into a universe filled with action,
creativity, and endless excitement at Doha British School Ain Khaled!

Dates: 30th March - 3rd April 
Time: 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Days: Sunday to Thursday

Age Requirement: 3 - 12 years old

 Activities Include:
 Zero- Gravity Gymnastics
Parkour and Acrobatics
Team- Building Challenges
Kids Zumba
Cosmic Arts & Crafts
And so much MORE!

Prepare for lift-off and explore the stars with us! Your mission is to
jump, flip, train, and create like a true space explorer!

 Limited seats available—Secure your spot before takeoff! 

DBS AK

Register via this link:
https://www.rebelangels.qa/winter-camp

Hurry! Limited Slots Available!

For more details, contact us at:
 +974 3355 2290
 +974 3355 9983

https://www.rebelangels.qa/winter-camp
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SAFEGUARDING &  WELLBEING 
DBS AK

C R E A T I N G  A  S A F E  S P A C E



SPOTLIGHT OF THE WEEK
M A T H E M A T I C S  A T  D B S
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DBS AK

YEAR 5 TEACHER/ KS2 MATHS
SUBJECT LLEADER

An Exciting Journey

Mathematical Thinking in Real-World Contexts

CELEBRATING
STUDENT

This year has been an exciting journey for Maths
at DBS, both within our school and on a global
scale! 

In school, we have placed a strong emphasis on
manipulatives, key vocabulary, and
mathematical thinking. Our students now have
greater access than ever before to practical
equipment, helping them visualise and solve
mathematical problems with confidence.

Collaborative learning has also been at the heart
of our approach. Students have been actively
engaging in discussions, working together in
groups to explain and justify their mathematical
reasoning. Additionally, our weekly
Mathematical Thinking sessions encourage
students to explore mathematical concepts in
real-world contexts. By connecting maths to
their experiences of living in Qatar, these
sessions make learning more meaningful and
relevant.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Competitions 

We are thrilled to celebrate the outstanding
achievements and active participation of our
students in various mathematical workshops
and competitions this month!

As part of our commitment to deepening
mathematical understanding, we recently
hosted a Greater Depth Workshop for students
across our cluster. This workshop provided an
exciting opportunity for students to explore
advanced mathematical concepts and refine
their problem-solving strategies in a challenging
yet supportive environment.

A special congratulations to the students who
took part in the Challenge ME competition! This
competition is designed to develop critical
thinking and problem-solving skills, and our
talented mathematicians impressed us with
their dedication and resilience. Well done to all
participants!



SPOTLIGHT OF THE WEEK
M A T H E M A T I C S  A T  D B S
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DBS AK

An Exciting Journey

Mathematical Thinking in Real-World Contexts

CELEBRATING
STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENTS

Looking ahead, our students are preparing for the prestigious Kangaroo Maths Competition on April
21st. Known for its stimulating problems and unique format, this competition challenges students to
apply their mathematical knowledge and sharpen their critical reasoning skills. We wish all our
participants the very best of luck!

We are proud of all our students' hard work and dedication in pursuing excellence in mathematics. 

Keep up the great work!

Ways to help at home

To further help your child progress
in maths, there are ways you can
help at home.

You can : 

Encourage your child to use Numbots or TTRS for

around 10-15 minutes after school. Regular practice

helps the rapid recall of number facts.

Involve math in everyday life with your child,

whether it is adding up shopping bills, baking at home

or planning journeys.

Revisit your child’s school work and ask your child

‘Why?’ they are doing a certain method and ‘How?’ the

method works. 

Ensure your child completes their maths Century

nuggets to further consolidate their learning in class. 



PRESCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS
DBS AK
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“Thank you for your
support in helping
your child develop
this important skill!

T H I S  W E E K  I N  P R E S C H O O L

Next Week
Teachers will be sending home materials to
support your child in practicing writing their name.
This should be a fun and enjoyable activity, so
please encourage your child while ensuring they
use correct letter formation—avoiding capital letters
in the middle of their name.

You do not need to practice every day, but when
you do, 10 minutes is the maximum
recommended time to keep it engaging and
effective.

A big thank you to all parents for playing along and
taking part in the fun—we truly appreciate your
support in making this such an engaging and
memorable experience for the children.

Summary of the Week
This week has been an exciting adventure in Pre-School!
The children became police detectives, working hard to
solve the mystery of who took their teddy from the
classroom. Through their fantastic detective skills,
teamwork, and problem-solving, we are delighted to report
that all teddies have been safely returned!



RECEPTION HIGHLIGHTS
DBS AK

Next week we are writing a character
description. We will be designing our own
aliens and writing sentences to describe them.
We are getting so good at using adjectives in
our writing.

Next Week
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In Spanish
Reception students are

discovering this week the
amazing skills of two special

characters: María la
Mariposa (Maria the

Butterfly) and Carlos el
Caracol (Carlos the Snail).

T H I S  W E E K  I N  R E C E P T I O N

We are learning about 3D shapes and their properties.
We are looking at what 2D shapes we can see in 3D
shapes, how many faces, vertices and edges they have.
Can your child find some 3D shapes around your home?

In 
Maths

This week the children have enjoyed writing a fact file about Space.
They included information about the International Space Station,
famous astronauts and the jobs the astronauts have to do. We enjoyed
exploring 3D shapes and having a shape hunt around school.

Summary of The Week




